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influence of this service is beyond measure. The public is desirous of a con- 
tinuation and an extension of this service, but such a development is at present 
seriously held in check by the lack of technically trained library workers. 
One large city recently reported two hundred vacancies on its staff. In a 
recent book' Mr. Friedel has described the opportunities for library develop- 
ment, the characteristics of different types of libraries, and the general require- 
ments for such service, in a manner which gives definite vocational intelligence 
to the young person planning a life career. 

The book opens with a discussion of librarianship as a profession, and a 
discussion of the technical, administrative, and social work of the public 
library. Following this are a number of chapters describing the organiza- 
tion and service of special libraries as they now exist in the fields of business, 
finance, law, medicine, and technology. The latter part of the book is devoted 
more particularly to professional training required for library work, describ- 
ing typical courses of study and listing the requirements of schools offering 
such training. 

The book wUl interest the general reader because of the view which it 
gives of the internal operations of a library which are not visible to the ordinary 
patron. As a supplementary reader for courses in vocational guidance it 
will be of particular value. It also contains many suggestions for library 
service which would be stimulating to those in charge of school libraries in 
both city and rural districts. 



American Library Association publications. — ^Two pamphlets which have 
just been issued by the American Library Association will be of general interest 
and service to school libraries. The first of these is a general bibliography* 
of the best 1920 books, including general literature, fiction, children's books, 
and technical books. The bulletin gives a brief descriptive note about each 
book, together with full information as to publisher, price, and library classi- 
fication number. The books were chosen with regard to their desirability for 
the small or mediimi-sized library. Librarians and teachers who wish to 
keep up with the new books will find this a valuable bulletin. 

A second manual,' relating to the care of books, gives information which 
will reduce the expense and increase the service of libraries which follow its 
directions. Schools would also realize a considerable saving by applying the 
same system of book repair to the regular supply of texts. Large school 
systems realize the economy of book conservation and handle it through a 

' J. H. Friedel, Training for Librarianship. Philadelphia: J. B.LippincottCo., 
1921. Pp. 224. $1.75. 

' The Booklist Books, 1920. Chicago: American Library Association, 1921. 
Pp. 72. $0.35. 

' Margaret Brown and Gertrude Stiles, Mending and Repairing of Books. 
Chicago: American Library Association, 1921. Pp.23. $0.25. 
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regular routine. Most small schools have no system of book repair and suffer 
loss accordingly. The manual discusses such questions as when to bind and 
when to mend, supplies needed, ways to mend, ways to clean, temporary 
bindings, etc. 
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